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The Declaration of Independence
“Fair Copy” made by Thomas Jefferson for Richard Henry Lee, 8 July 1776.

The following text is very likely the closest we can come to the so-called “fair copy” that
the Committee of Five (Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, Robert
Livingston, and Roger Sherman) presented to the Second Continental Congress on 28
June 1776. Revisions and corrections were made by the full Congress 2 - 4 July 1776.

Nearly all the work here was originally done by Carl Becker!in his famous study of The
Declaration. Pauline Maier2also used Becker’s text for her own very different study,
though she made one small correction.3

Formatting, spelling, punctuation, and Jefferson’s idiosyncratic capitalization (or lack of
it) are taken directly from the manuscript he sent to Richard Henry Lee, as reprinted by
Julian Boyd#4 in his study of the text.

1 Carl Becker, The Declaration of Independence: A Study in the History of Ideas (1922), pp. 174 - 184.
2 Pauline Maier, American Scripture: Making the Declaration of Independence (1996), pp. 236 - 241.

3 In the final paragraph Becker has “people or parliament” which is the phrase from the “Rough Draft.”
Maier inverts this to “parliament or people” to conform with the Lee manuscript.

4 Julian P. Boyd, The Declaration of Independence: The Evolution of the Text (1999; originally published
1943), pp- 79 - 84.
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A Declaration by the Representa’cives of the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA in General
Congrcss assembled.

When in the course of human events it becomes necessary for one PeoPle to dissolve the Political
bands which have connected them with ano‘cher, and to assume among powers of the earth the
seParate and cqual station to which the laws of nature and of nature's god entitle them) adecent
respect to the oPinions of mankind recluires that thcg should declare the causes which imPel them
tothe scParation.

We hold these truths to be sc;ll(-evident; that all men are created equal ; that theg are
endowed bg their creator with éﬁéﬁgﬂé—mhenable rights; that among these are life, |ibert9,
and the Pursuit of haPPincss; that to secure these righ’cs governments are instituted among men,
dcriving theirjust power fromthe consent of the govemed; that whenever any form of
government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right of the PCOPIC to alter or to abolish
it, and to institute new government, |a5ing it's foundation on such Principles and organizing it's
power in such form, as to them shall seem most M«:Ig to effect their sagetg and haPPincss.
Pru&encc indeed will dictate that governments long established should not be changed for light &
transient causes: and accordinglg all exPeriencc hath shewn that mankind are more dispose& to
suffer while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves bg abo[ishing the forms to which theg are
accustomed. but when a long train of abuses and usurPations, begaﬂ-a{—a-elﬁ#ﬁgwﬁlneépe%d-é
Pursuing invariablg the same object, evinces a design to reduce them under absolute c]esPotism, it

is their righ’c) itis their dutg, to throw off such government & to Provich new guards for future
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securltg such has been the Patlent sugermgs OF the co[onles & such 1S NOW the necessnt9 whlch
alter

constrains them to aela&ﬂge thelr Former sgstems o{ government the Hs’corg oF the Present lqng

tepeate

of Great Britainis a Hstorg of HAremItng | lryurles and usurPatlons Wﬁbﬂ?ﬁé&%}e

CWLI”L

%giaeﬁe%aé%e&m%m—te%e&—ﬂ%%% all lqave in direct object the

establishment of an absolute tgranng over these states. to prove thls, let facts be submitted to a
candid world

l‘ne l‘nas re{:used l‘:is assent to laws the most wholesome and necessary gor the Public good.

he has forbidden his governors to pass laws of immediate & Pressing imPortance unless

susPended in their oPeratlon till his assent should be obtalne& and when so susPende&
utte’z y

he has neglectecl H%‘ée% to attend to them.

he has refused to pass other laws for the accommodation of large districts of PeoPIe unless
those PeoPle would relinquish the right of rePresen‘cation inthe legislature, a right
inestimable to them, & formidable to tyrants onlg.

he has called together legislative bodies at Places usual, uncomfortable, & distant from the
dePositorg of their Public records for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into comPliance
with his measures.

he has dissolved RePresentatives houses rePeateélg é%eﬂ%ﬂea”g; for oPPosing with man|9
firmness his invasions on the rights of the PeoPle.

he has refused for a long time after such dissolutions to cause others to be elected wherebg the
Iegislative powers, incapable of annihilation, have returned to the PeoPle at large fortheir

exercise, the state remaining in the meantime exPosec] to all the dangers of invasion from
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without, & convulsions within.
he has endeavored to Prcvent the PoPula‘cion of these states; for that purpose obstructing the
laws for naturalization for Forcigners reltusing to pass others to encourage their

mlgratlons H‘cher & ralsmgthe conditions og new aPProPrlatlons og Iands
10) stwcte

Yy
he has sufered the administration of Justlcc teta%—teeea&em—semeevﬁ—tbesé&éa#eﬁ; regusing his

assent to laws gor cstabllshmg Ju&laarg powers.
he has made %judges chPcnc]ent on his wil alone, for the tenure of their ogices) and
the amount and Paiment of their salaries.

he has erected a multitude of new offices bg—a—se”—a&sweé—ge«veﬁ & sent hither swarms of

officers to harass our PCOPIC and eat out their substance.
he has kePt among us in times of peace stanc]ing armies aaé—&la@&egwai—, without the consent of
our legislatures.
he has affected to render the militarg, in&ePcnden‘c of, & suPerior to, the civi power.
he has combined with others to subject usto ajurisdic’cion Forcign to our constitutions and
unaclcnolege& bg our laws; gving his assent to their act of Pretendc& [egislation
for quartering Iarge bodies of armed troops among us;
for Protectingthcm bﬂ a mock-trial from Punishment for any murders which ’chcg should
commit on the in habitants of these states;
for cutting off ourtrade with all parts of the world;
for imPosing taxes on us without our consent;

n-many cases

for chPrlvmg us of the benefits of trial !:)g Jurg,
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for transPorting us bcgonc] seas to be tried for Pre’cendccl oﬁccnses;

for abolishing the free system of English laws ina neighboring Province, cs‘cablishing
therein an arbitrarg government, and cn|arging it's boundaries so as to render it at
once an cxamPle and fit instrument for in’croducing the same absolute rule into
these states;

for ta‘dng away our charters, abolishing our most valuable laws and altcring gun&amenta“g
the forms of our governments;

for susPending our own legislatures and &eclaring themselves invested with power to
Iegislate for us inall cases whatsoever.

b
he has abdicated govemment here ;

a”egaﬁeeané Protectlon

he has Plunclered our seas, ravaged our coasts, burnt our towns & destroged the lives of our

PCOPIC.

l‘ne s at thls time transPor’cmg Iarge armies oF {:orel n mercenarles tocom leat the worlcs o{: cleath
seaiice pa‘za e e n t/te mos ba’zba’zous jes anc[ tota y

desolation and tgranny, alrea&g begun thh circumstances of crue ‘c9 & Perﬁ y kmwort Y

dcclaring us out of his

Jwagmg war agamst us

the l‘\ead of a civilized nation.
exutec[ c[omesttc insuzzection amoni‘st us anc 1as

hc has cnclcavored to brmg on thc in abltants og our Fron’clers thc mcrcnlcss !ncllan savages,

WhOSC l(ﬂOWﬂ l’UlC O{: wanCare 15 an UﬂC]lStlﬂgUlSlﬁCCl dCStrUCthﬂ o¥a|l agcsj SEXES, and

conditions eFexistence.
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our j[e//ow cttizens

he has constrained eﬂqus, taken caPtives onthe high seas to bear arms against their country, to

become executioners of their friends & brethren, or to fall themselves bg their hands.

In every stage of these oPPressions we have Pctitioncc] for redress in the most humble terms; our
rcPcated Petitions have been answered onlg bg rePeatccl injury. A Prince whose character is thus

marked 139 every act which may define a tgrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a Ee;oplé whe-meanto-be

Nor have we been wan’cing in attentions to our British brethren. we have warned them from
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an unwa’z’zantaé[e us

time to time of at’ccmPts bg their Iegislature to extend ajuris&iction over these-ourstates. we have
reminded them of the circumstances of our emigration and settlement here) no-oneokwhich-could

@ﬂ%&%@ﬂﬁ@&éﬁéﬁkﬁéﬁﬁ%ﬁé@jﬁ—%ﬁ%&@é&%&—aﬁé weAaPPealec] to their nativcjustice
Cll’lél we llaV@ conju’ze t/wm Ay

and magnanimity, as-welkas+e the ties of our common kindred to disavow these usurPations which

WOLL/ mevitab/y s
’ interruPt our connec’cion/\fy correspon&encc. tl'\eg too havc been clcaxt to thc

iewichimpEaparbFrom-em-and acquiesce
anc/ Ao/c/ t/lem, as we /10/4 t/qe zest 0][ mankim[,

inthe necessitg which denounces our eternal seParationA!- enemies in waz, in peace fuends.
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We thcregore thc rePresen’catives oF ’chc United states o¥ America in General Congress
appea/ing to the supreme juc[ge 0][ the would ][o’z the rectitude of out intentions

asscchcLACJo, inthe name &db a/u’choritg of the good PcoPle of these ,

colontes, s emn/g pu/)/is/z aze, t/tat t/lS@ untite co/omes are anc! 0][ ’z[g t ougnt to /)e ﬁee anc[

aValBlaVad-' ~Va: aVad= aVa aty= JaYalk Fa% 4o N - - A% a aVa¥a
o UL U/ U UIC NI O U JTr'vdu L @ '. ) Uy

bsolved from all a egiances to the Buitish @zowm, and that

, : all political connection w#ela—mag
t/zem state P
he%’ee%%have&rbs[;ﬁtjel [e’cwcen usand the Pa%me&%aapee?le of Great Eritain;—aﬂé-gﬂa%

ssolved;
a-betreeandndepender es; & that as free &

’

in&claendent states theg have full power to Icvg war, conclude peace, contract a”iances, establish
commerce, and to do all other acts and things which independent states may of right do. And for
with a_fiim teliance on the protection (% divine providence,

the support of this declaration, we mutually pledee to each other our lives, our fortunes, and our
PP A Jpeds

sacred hOﬂOUF.



